SOP 1, Template 2: Request for Categorical Exclusion (RCE)
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Program/Project/Activity Data:
	Activity/Project Name:
	

	Assistance Objective:
	

	Program Area:
	

	Country(ies) and/or Operating Unit:
	

	Originating Office:
	
	Date:

	PAD Level RCE:            Yes|_|  No|_|
RCE/IEE Amendment:  Yes|_|   No|_|
Supplemental RCE:        Yes|_|  No|_|
	DCN of Original RCE/IEE:
	

	
	DCN of Amendment(s):
	

	If Yes, Purpose of Amendment: 
	

	DCN(s) of Related EA/IEE/RCE/ER(s):
	

	Implementation Start/End:
	FY-FY [or exact dates]
	LOP:  FY-FY [or exact dates]

	Funding Amount:
	$
	LOP Amount: $

	Contract/Award Number (if known):
	

	IEE Expiration Date (if any):
	[exact dates]
	Reporting due dates (if any):
	[exact dates]

		Recommended Determination:  Categorical Exclusion




		Additional Elements:

	Government to Government: |_|  
	Local Procurement:  |_|        Donor Co-Funded: |_|






1. Project  and Activity Description
[Clearly describe the project and all of its planned activities in detail sufficient for subsequent analysis to soundly determine whether the activities belong to classes of actions for which an Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) or Environmental Assessment (EA) will not be required under Title 22, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 216 (22 CFR 216).  Describe at the component or major task level.] 
	Defined or illustrative activities under Component One— [Title]

	1.1 

	1.2

	1.3

	(add as needed)



	Defined or illustrative activities under Component Two— [Title]

	2.1 

	2.2

	2.3

	(add as needed)


DCN: to be assigned by BEU
[Add tables as needed for each component]
Mission / Project		1
EE.BEU Standard Form: RCE.v1 (effective date 7/4/2012)

2. Justification for Categorical Exclusion Determination 
The activities under the [insert project name] will not have an effect on the natural or physical environment and are among the classes of activities listed in 22 CFR 216.2(c)(2).  Therefore, under §216.2(c)(1), neither an IEE nor an EA will be required for these activities.  Instead, a categorical exclusion threshold determination is recommended for [include only those that apply and delete others]: 
· Activity [list specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(i) Education, technical assistance, or training programs except to the extent such programs include activities directly affecting the environment (such as construction of facilities, etc.);
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(ii) Controlled experimentation exclusively for the purpose of research and field evaluation which are confined to small areas and carefully monitored; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2) (iii)Analyses, studies, academic or research workshops and meetings; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(iv) Projects in which USAID is a minor donor to a multi-donor project and there is no potential significant effects upon the environment of the United States, areas outside any nation's jurisdiction or endangered or threatened species or their critical habitat; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(v) Document and information transfers; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(vi) Contributions to international, regional or national organizations by the United States which are not for the purpose of carrying out a specifically identifiable project or projects; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(vii) Institution building grants to research and educational institutions in the United States such as those provided for under section 122(d) and Title XII of Chapter 2 of Part I of the FAA (22 USCA §§2151 p. (b) 2220a. (1979)); 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(viii) Programs involving nutrition, health care or population and family planning services except to the extent designed to include activities directly affecting the environment (such as construction of facilities, water supply systems, waste water treatment, etc.);
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(ix) Assistance provided under a Commodity Import Program when, prior to approval, USAID does not have knowledge of the specific commodities to be financed and when the objective in furnishing such assistance requires neither knowledge, at the time the assistance is authorized, nor control, during implementation, of the commodities or their use in the host country;
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(x) Support for intermediate credit institutions when the objective is to assist in the capitalization of the institution or part thereof and when such support does not involve reservation of the right to review and approve individual loans made by the institution; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(xi) Programs of maternal or child feeding conducted under Title II of Pub. L. 480; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(xii) Food for development programs conducted by food recipient countries under Title III of Pub. L. 480, when achieving USAID's objectives in such programs does not require knowledge of or control over the details of the specific activities conducted by the foreign country under such program; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(xiii) Matching, general support and institutional support grants provided to private voluntary organizations (PVOs) to assist in financing programs where USAID's objective in providing such financing does not require knowledge of or control over the details of the specific activities conducted by the PVO; 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(xiv) Studies, projects or programs intended to develop the capability of recipient countries to engage in development planning, except to the extent designed to result in activities directly affecting the environment (such as construction of facilities, etc.); and/or 
· Activity [List specific activity number from the above tables] under §216.2(c)(2)(xv) Activities that involve the application of design criteria or standards developed and approved by USAID.

3. Limitations of the Categorical Exclusion Determination:
This categorical exclusion does not cover classes of actions normally having a significant effect on the environment under §216.2(d):
i. Programs of river basin development;
ii. Irrigation and water management;
iii. Agricultural land leveling;
iv. Drainage projects;
v. Large scale agricultural mechanization;
vi. Resettlement projects;
vii. New land development;
viii. Penetration road building and road improvement;
ix. Powerplants;
x. Industrial plants; and
xi. Potable water and sewerage projects
	In addition, this categorical exclusion does not cover activities that: 
· Support project preparation, project feasibility studies, engineering design for activities listed in §216.2(d)(1);
· Affect endangered species ;
· Provide support to extractive industries (e.g. mining and quarrying);
· Promote timber harvesting;
· Lead to construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or renovation work;
· Support agro-processing or industrial enterprises;
· Provide support for regulatory permitting;
· Lead to privatization of industrial facilities or infrastructure with heavily polluted property;
· Assist the procurement (including payment in kind, donations, guarantees of credit) or use (including handling, transport, fuel for transport, storage, mixing, loading, application, clean-up of spray equipment, and disposal) of pesticides or activities involving procurement, transport, use, storage, or disposal of toxic materials--pesticides cover all insecticides, fungicides, rodenticides, etc. covered under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act; and/or
· Procure or use genetically modified organisms.
Any of these actions would require a Europe and Eurasia Bureau Environmental Officer (BEO) approved amendment to the categorical exclusion.



4. Mandatory Inclusion of Environmental Compliance Requirements in Solicitations, Awards, Budgets, and Work Plans
· Appropriate environmental compliance language, including limitations defined in Section 3, shall be incorporated into solicitations and awards for categorical exclusions.
· The implementing partner shall ensure annual work plans do not prescribe activities that are defined as limitations in Section 3. 

5. Revisions
Under §216.3(a)(9), if new information becomes available that indicates that activities covered by the categorical exclusion might be considered major and their effect significant, or if additional activities are proposed that might be considered major and their effect significant, this categorical exclusion determination will be reviewed and, if necessary, revised by the Mission Environmental Officer (MEO) with concurrence by the BEO.  It is the responsibility of the USAID Contract Officer’s Representative (COR)/Agreement Officer’s Representative (AOR) to keep the MEO and BEO informed of any new information or changes in the activity that might require revision of this determination.






6. Recommended Determination for Categorical Exclusion Clearances
	
Approval :
	

________________________________________
[Name], Mission Director 		
	

_____________________
Date

	

Clearance:
	

________________________________________
[Name], Mission Environmental Officer 
	

_____________________
Date

	

Clearance:
	

________________________________________
[Name], AOR/COR
	

_____________________
Date

	

Concurrence:
	

_______________________________________
William Gibson
E&E Bureau Environmental Officer (acting)	
	

____________________
Date



Distribution:
IEE File
MEO (to also provide a copy to AOR/COR)
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